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other cruel, inhumane, and degrading treat-
ment against them. It also calls on the Chi-
nese Government to abide by the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights by al-
lowing Falun Gong practitioners to pursue
their personal beliefs.

Mr. Speaker, we must continue to remind
the international community of the Chinese
Government’s systematic abuse of the human
rights of Falun Gong practitioners and others,
and to demand—in every possible forum—that
the Chinese Government cease such activi-
ties. I therefore strongly support this resolu-
tion.
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Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a talented artist, a shrewd polit-
ical observer and great American, George
Fisher.

Since the 1950s, George has been dis-
pensing his incisive form of commentary in the
form of political cartoons. He has trained his
artistic ‘‘guns’’ on everything from satirizing Ar-
kansas politicians to commenting on inter-
national affairs. Nothing seems to escape his
notice, and his ability to expose and explain
complex social and political issues truly puts
him in a league of his own.

George began drawing political cartoons for
the West Memphis News soon after returning
from Europe where he bravely served his
country as an infantry solider in World War II.
He honed his talent and predilection for ex-
posing corruption in local politics during this
time as he worked to undermine the influence
of the local political machine through his polit-
ical cartoons. After the West Memphis News
was driven out of business by the political ma-
chine that he fought, he moved to Little Rock
and opened a commercial art service. On the
advice of friends and admirers, George picked
up his pen and began drawing cartoons again
a decade later for the North Little Rock Times.

In 1972, he signed a contract with the Ar-
kansas Gazette to draw two cartoons a week
for publication. To the surprise of no one who
knew him at the time, he was appointed the
Gazette’s chief editorial cartoonist just four
years later. George’s career also outlived the
life of the Arkansas Gazette, and he continues
to periodically have cartoons published in the
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette and the weekly
Arkansas Times.

I have been a big fan of George’s through-
out his career not just for his great talent, but
also because of his professionalism and hon-
esty. When you see a George Fisher cartoon,
you know that George is just ‘‘calling them like
he sees them.’’ After reading one of his car-
toons, I may not always agree with George,
but I always respect him.

I think that Ernest Dumas summed up
George Fisher’s genius best when he wrote in
the introduction to a volume of George’s polit-
ical cartoons called ‘‘The Best of Fisher’’:

What has robbed Fisher of greater national
celebration is the perception of him as a pro-
vincial cartoonist. It is not without premise.
He has continued to draw as much about

local and state subjects as national and
international ones. And alongside his arsenal
of classical metaphors from Shakespeare to
Norse mythology, are all those bucolic im-
ages, so familiar to Arkansawyers, so foreign
to those outside the Rural South. . . . Noth-
ing is provincial, however, about the lessons
or the humor of the art. They are universal.

On behalf of the United States Congress, I
express my gratitude and best wishes to a
faithful public servant, an Arkansas icon and a
man I am proud to call my good friend,
George Fisher.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause
to recognize Mr. James Mackle, a very special
young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in national government.

James is a senior political science major at
Furman University and has distinguished him-
self as an intern in my Washington Office by
serving the great people of the 6th District of
Missouri. James joined my staff for the 107th
Congress as part of the House of Representa-
tives Intern Program at the United States Cap-
itol in Washington, DC, A program designed to
involve students in the legislative process
through active participation. Through this pro-
gram, James has had the opportunity to ob-
serve firsthand the inner workings of national
government and has gained valuable insight
into the process by which laws are made.

During his time as an intern in my office,
James has successfully demonstrated his
abilities in the performance of such duties as
conducting research, helping with constituent
services, and assuming various other respon-
sibilities to make the office run as smoothly as
possible. James has earned recognition as a
valuable asset to the entire U.S. House of
Representatives and my office through the ap-
plication of his knowledge and skills acquired
prior to his tenure as an intern and through a
variety of new skills he has acquired while
serving the people of Missouri and our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in
commending Mr. James Mackle for his many
important contributions to the U.S. House of
Representatives during the current session, as
well as joining with me to extend to him our
very best wishes for continued success and
happiness in all his future endeavors.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor Broward County schools
on being just one of five large urban school
systems nationwide whose standardized test
scores equaled or exceeded their state aver-
ages according to a new study by the Council
of the Great City Schools.

For the state of Florida this is no small feat,
for improving education of our young people is
our highest priority. The study focused on 57
school districts around the country examining
test results from the 2000–2001 academic
year.

When the Florida Comprehensive Assess-
ment Test (FCAT) testing began five years
ago, those in grades three through ten in
Broward County schools placed below the
state averages, but ever since they have
moved well past, making exceptional gains es-
pecially amongst the youngest of the students.

For a long time, other districts were being
used as the examples and models for elite
schools. Now Broward County can be the ex-
emplar for a better education. Broward County
has the fifth largest school system in the coun-
try, and has raised their scores at a greater
rate than any other Florida school district.

For example, Broward’s black fourth-graders
improved their score ftom the previous year by
12 percentage points on the reading part of
the FCAT test.

I would also like to commend Miami-Dade
County schools for closing the test score gap
between minority and white students more
than any other district. Black and Hispanic stu-
dents made the greatest gain in FCAT math
scores.

The overall gap between white students and
black and Hispanic students is dwindling and
with renewed effort and determination, it is
only a matter of time when all of our kids will
be enhancing their scores equally.

Mr. Speaker, I must say I am extremely
pleased with the academic achievements
Broward County and Miami-Dade counties
have made. Their students are receiving better
educations and a renewed sense of
committment for a higher education. For that,
we shall all be better off. Again, I congratulate
the students and educators of Broward and
Miami-Dade county.
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Mr. WYNN. Mr. Speaker, I join my col-
leagues in remembering and paying tribute to
Special Agent John Michael Gibson and Offi-
cer Jacob Joseph Chestnut. Two valiant fed-
eral employees who, in a selfless act of her-
oism, made the ultimate sacrifice in service to
their country on July 24, 1998.

Special Agent John Michael Gibson was a
religious man, a family man. He always made
time for his wife and their three children. He
is remembered as a kind, honest, devout, car-
ing and giving human being who was loved
and respected by his friends, colleagues, and
his community.

As are many employees on Capitol Hill, Offi-
cer Jacob Joseph Chestnut was a resident of
the 4th Congressional District of Maryland. Not
only is he missed by the Department, but also
the Maryland community suffers without the
benefit of his kind and gentle spirit.

A retired Air Force Master Sergeant and a
18 year veteran of the United States Capitol
Police, Officer J.J. Chestnut was a model fed-
eral employee and a gentle human being. A
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